DEFINITIONS

Bill
A proposed law, introduced during a session for consideration by the Legislature, and
identified numerically in order of presentation; also, commonly refers to Joint and
Concurrent Resolutions and Constitutional Amendments.

Chapter
After a bill has been signed by the Governor, the Secretary of State assigns the bill a
"Chapter Number" such as "Chapter 123, Statutes of 1992," which is subsequently used to
refer to the measure rather than the bill number.

Concurrence
One house approving a bill as amended in the opposite house. If the author is unwilling to
move the bill as amended by the other house, the author requests "nonconcurrence" in the
bill and asks for the formation of a conference committee.

Engrossed Bill
Whenever a bill is amended, the printed form of the bill is proofread to make sure all
amendments are inserted properly. After being proofread, the bill is "correctly engrossed"
and is therefore in proper form.

Enrolled Bill
Whenever a bill passes both houses of the Legislature, it is ordered enrolled. In enroliment,
the bill is again proofread for accuracy and then delivered to the Governor. The "enrolled
bill" contains the complete text of the bill with the dates of passage certified by the Secretary
of the Senate and the Chief Clerk of the Assembly.

Held In Committee
A bill fails to get sufficient votes to pass out of committee.

Passage
Favorable action on a measure before either house.

Resolution
An opinion expressed by one or both houses which does not have the force of law.
Concurrent and joint resolutions are voted on by both houses but do not require the
Governor's signature.

Veto
The act of the Governor disapproving a measure. The Governor's veto may be overridden by
2/3's vote. The Governor can also exercise an Item veto, whereby the amount of
appropriation is reduced or eliminated, while the rest of the bill approved. An Item veto may
be overridden by 2/3's vote in each house.



